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The opposition came chiefly from the cantons of
Lucerne, Fribourg, Valais, and Ticino; and 62,948 sig-
natures were soon collected. Oddly enough, though
German Switzerland would have gained by the adop-
tion of the law, which was much more lenient than
the cantonal laws on the subject, yet the majo-
rity against the law came chiefly from the German
cantons. The Protestant Komance cantons and the
canton of Zurich gave an almost solid vote for the
law, and thus carried the day. It was accepted by
244,317 votes to 217,921.

In the voting of the 26th of October 1890, the
people and the cantons accepted an addition to
Article 34 of the Federal Constitution. This new
clause is as follows: " The Confederation shall intro-
duce, by means of legislation, a system of insurance
against sickness and accidents, taking into account
the existing friendly societies. It can declare that all
persons shall compulsorily insure themselves, or may
confine it to certain classes of citizens."l

The federal law of the 26th of September 1890, con-

gamated. The commnne of Lichtensteg decided by a majority to
pay no attention to this demand, but the minority appealed first to
the government and then to the G-reat Council of St. Gall. Being
unsuccessful there, they addressed themselves to the Federal
Council, who gave judgment against them. Finally the case
came before the Chambers, when a long discussion took place,
with the result that the appeal was dismissed by eighty-eight to
thirty-eight votes.

1 [The law on the subject has been under discussion for some
time. The commission has reported in favour of compulsory ^in-
surance in case of sickness and accidents, and the matter was
discussed in the National Council in June 1897. The law has
passed the National Council, and now (October 1897) has to pass
the Council of States.]